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September 2018 Official Newsletter of Obion County Schools 

The month of September has come and gone! The month has shown much 

success for the Obion County School System. During the past month, our 

district received distinction as an Advancing school district. Additionally, we 

have two schools named as Reward Schools for the 2017-18 School year: 

Hillcrest and Lake Road. We have submitted and been granted a significant 

amount of funding to continue to improve safety in our schools. This does not 

even address all the wonderful parent and student events (athletics, family 

engagement nights, festivals, etc.) that enhance the work of the system.  

Our work as a system is certainly off to a strong start for the year. As we 

continue to strive to move our students to new levels of learning, the following 

items are identified as our System areas of focus: Literacy and Numeracy, 

Graduation Rate, Chronic Absenteeism, At-Risk Student Intervention, and 

Bullying/Mental Health. I ask each of you to keep these items at the forefront 

of what we do this year. As you likely note, the addressing of chronic 

absenteeism and mental health are areas that must be addressed for the work 

of our teachers and staff to be maximized. Additionally, we know our 

Graduation Rate is tied to each and every one of these items. Finally, Literacy 

and Numeracy are woven into all aspects of our school day but also are 

critical components of future success.  

Teachers, Administrators, Support staff, Parents, and Community- thank 

you for all you do every day to make Obion County Schools the place where 

students are “Preparing for the Challenges of Tomorrow.” 

Sincerely,  

Leah Rice Watkins, Director of Schools 
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CSH  
NATIONAL BULLYING PREVENTION MONTH 

More than 1 out of every 5 students report being 
bullied. National Bullying Prevention Month is a 
nationwide campaign founded in 2006 by PACER’s 
National Bullying Prevention Center. It unites 
communities around the world to educate and 
raise awareness of bullying prevention. On 
Wednesday, October 24, wear orange to show 
your support of bullying prevention. “Together 
against bullying. UNITED for kindness, acceptance 
and inclusion.”  

 
BUS SAFETY WEEK-OCT 22ND-26TH     RED RIBBON WEEK 

October 23rd-31st   NATIONAL SCHOOL LUNCH WEEK 
OCTOBER 15TH-19TH 

 
 

  

Transportation 

We had our school bus safety programs with Buster the Bus and 

then we conducted our REAR DOOR BUS EVACUATIONS before the 

afternoon bus routes each day. We did SF on September 10th, 

Black Oak Elementary on September 11th, Ridgemont Elementary 

on September 12th, OCCHS and Hillcrest Elementary on 

September 13th, and wrapped it up on September 14th at Lake 

Road Elementary.  

  
Technology  

Hello from the Tech Department! We are super excited to announce that the delivery of the new Lenovo 

laptops has begun. We started at OCCHS, and will be working our way throughout the school system. 

Also we have begun making “How to” Videos. These videos are hosted in Office 365 Streams under the 

channel called Technology Training. If there is anything that you are unsure of when it comes to 

technology, please send us an email, and will make a video showing you “How to”. Always remember 

there is no stupid question.   

  



 
Mrs. Vikki Hayslett 
During the week of July 23-27, 2018, 

the Ridgemont English as a Second 

Language (ESL) Department hosted a 

week-long summer school for the 

students who would be new to 

Ridgemont and whose first language 

was not English. The students were 

taught some basic social language 

(such as “May I go to the bathroom?”, 

“Raise your hand,” “I need a drink of 

water.”, etc.) to help make the first 

weeks of school a little smoother for 

them. They were given tours of the 

school and learned where their 

classroom and other important areas 

were located. The kindergarten 

students practiced writing their 

names, cutting, making patterns, and 

recognizing colors and shapes in 

English. Everyone practiced 

memorizing common names of school 

objects in English such as pencil, 

crayon, paper, backpack, scissors, 

desk, chair, etc. The students were 

also given ESL lessons on a computer 

through a program called Imagine 

Learning. Each morning, the students 

spent a few minutes on the 

playground learning the rules and 

making friends. Older ESL students 

who are newcomers worked on 

academic vocabulary that would be 

helpful in different content 

areas.  Trudy’s Café treated the 

students to lunch each day before 

being returned home on an Obion 

County School bus driven by Teresa 

Hutchison, who also took photos 

during the week and helped the 

students create a wonderful keepsake 

craft. 

 

Mrs. Lesa Scillion 

The Obion County Public Library has 

partnered with Obion County Schools 

to engage middle school students in a 

robotics construction and competition 

program through a STEM grant the 

library received from the Tennessee 

State Library and Archives.  Dr. Joshua 

Guerin and Kathleen Eckerson are staff 

members in the computer science 

department at UTM and are assisting 

with the program.  Each school team 

received a kit to build a Lego 

Mindstorm robot like the model Dr. 

Guerin uses in his college computer 

science classes that can be customized 

and coded in a variety of ways. Teams 

meet on Saturdays at the Obion County 

Public Library with their school sponsor 

for instruction by Ms. Eckerson and to 

design and build their robots.  Lake 

Road science teacher Stacy Gray and 

technology coordinator Joe Lewis can 

be seen assisting students with 

building their robots in the 

picture. The first meeting was 

held Saturday, September 5 

to begin the project. Students will 

spend several additional Saturdays to 

work on their robots and prepare for 

the competition.  The Battle of the 

Bots competition will be held on 

December 1, 2018.  

 

Mrs. Cynthia Rainey 

Thank you to the TRIAD Professional 

Development & Outreach Team for the 

September 12th and 13th training seminar 

for educational assistants in West, TN 

dealing with students having Autism by Ms. 

Sarah Blumberg, Ed.D., BCBA-D, and 

Amanda Spiess, M.Ed., BABA, LBA. 

Special thank you to Dr. Greg Barclay and 

the OCCHS staff for allowing TRIAD to use 

their building. Educational Assistants from 

Henry Co., Bruceton Special School District, 

Lake Co., Obion Co., South Gibson 

Elementary, and Weakley Co. school 

systems attended the two-day workshop. 

 

Mr. George Leake 

OCCHS Agriculture teachers recently met 

with representatives from Tyson Foods 

and Williams Sausage to discuss 

partnerships going forward with our new 

Food Science program of study.  With over 

5,000 food production jobs either in Obion 

County or within a 30 minute drive of our 

borders, this program will better prepare 

students for careers in this field.  Ag 

instructors Mr. Stuart Watson and Mrs. 

Sarah Frazier will benefit from Tyson and 

Williams Sausage investing in our school 

and students. 

South Fulton High School Agriculture and 

FFA students have been busy since school 

began, attending several livestock 

shows.  Students have won several awards 

at the Dyer County Fair, Delta Fair in 

Memphis, Gibson County Fair, and our 

own Obion County Fair.  Congratulations 

to all participating students and Ag 

instructor/FFA Advisor Mrs. Amber Fuller. 

           

   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mrs. Nickie Netherland/ESP 
Spotlight on Afterschool 

Both of the schools highlighted below are 

involved in the STEM based Akamai 

Program. The students work in teams to 

solve problems to find solutions to the 

challenge of the week. So far all challenges 

have been solved. Both schools have over 

100 students each already registered in their 

programs! 

Lake Road’s 21st CCLC/ESP has gotten off to 

a great start! New this year will be the 

implementation of Read to be Ready in 

which striving readers are allowed to choose 

authentic texts to read and use in writing 

activities. Every effort has been made to 

hire additional, qualified staff to lower the 

student-teacher ratio so each student will 

receive the help he/she needs during 

academic time. For the students who love to 

be active, clubs such as the Lake Road 

Runners, Jump Rope, and Dribblers provide 

opportunities to promote a healthy lifestyle. 

Special enrichment activities are offered 

daily and include FAB (Fabulous Activities 

for the Brain), STEM, Organized Physical 

Activity, and computer. Parents are always 

welcome to be involved in our program 

through participation in our family 

engagement activities.  

South Fulton Elementary’s LEAPs/ESP 

programs have started off with lots of fun 

and learning! Students have selected “clubs” 

to attend. Some of the clubs are Science 

Club, Fit Kids!, Music Club, CSI Forensics, 

Sign Language, Yoga, Book Club and the 

Writer’s Club. Students can attend their club 

of choice after homework has been 

completed. Family Reading Night has also 

started. This happens every Monday night 

school is in session. It is a time for family 

members to come and read with their 

children. On September 10 we had 32 

students attending with at least one family 

member! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BO 
Our History Club held a paint party last night for 

faculty, staff, and guests.  We had a 

blast!  Kayce Jones did a great job to lead the 

party and even helped the “struggling artists” 

look good!  (Photo of those that were still there 

is attached.  Some of us had left.) 

 

LR 
Ms. Amber’s CDC at LRS talked about space. The group built their own Rovers for exploration of other planets! The second picture is 

Ms. Maddie’s Class “focusing” on literacy. 

 

 

 
Mrs. Judy Denman 
The Health Inspector has made his fall 

visit to 6 of our 7 cafeterias.  Five out 

of six of those cafeterias had 

absolutely no violations of any kind 

and received a perfect score of 

100.  The other one scored 99, only 

getting marked for a circle on a ceiling 

tile in the dining room.  Our Health 

Inspector constantly tells us that 

compared to restaurants, cafeterias 

consistently receive better 

scores.  This shows how much our 

"Lunch Ladies" care about the health 

of our students and staff!  One of our 

schools hasn't seen the health 

inspector yet, but we are expecting 

great things from them also.  Great 

job Ladies!! 

 

Mr. Adam Stephens 

District and Schools’ Websites 

Managing our district and schools’ websites is 

part of my responsibilities. Our latest website 

was launched in January of 2017. We will 

cross the quarter million mark this month in 

targeted visits and have already had over 

350,000 page views. I, along with the PR 

representatives and administrators for each 

school, add pictures/content and manage 

links. However, it is the students and 

classroom/extra-curricular activities that 

generate the information that help build our 

website. Each homepage has the capability 

for a picture gallery, announcements, news 

articles, and a calendar of events. I know that 

many of you would like to share some of the 

things that are happening in your classrooms, 

when your students may have an 

accomplishment, or you may just have an idea 

that would make our web presence more 

meaningful. Please do not hesitate to use the 

Article Submission Form located under the For 

Teachers section on our district homepage. 

You can also email me, your PR reps, or 

administrators when you have something you 

would like posted. The websites are updated 

daily and most requests are posted within 24 

hours. My email address is 

astephens@ocboe.com. 

  

HC 
CELEBRATING OUR “REWARD”  

 All of us here at Hillcrest are ecstatic 

at hearing the news that Hillcrest is 

being deemed a Reward School for 

the second year in a row. This a great 

testament to all the hard work put in 

last year by all of the students, 

teachers, administration, and 

support staff, but don’t be mistaken. 

We are not going to rest on previous 

accomplishments. Everyone here at 

Hillcrest has been working extremely 

hard to make this year even better. 

Teachers are working to hone in on 

those proven teaching strategies and 

students are being pushed to give 

just a little bit more. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCCHS 
ACT Data Chat - I am speaking to Ms. Lana 

Warren's English 4 class. We discussed their 

previous ACT score, went through the entire 

score report, discussed a goal of 2 points 

growth, and talked about the next steps in 

their education. 

Kiwanis Students of the Months - Left to Right 

- Bella Wooten (9th), Chase Rudd (Senior 

Achiever), Katherine Anthony (11th), Kaleigh 

Wagner (12th), Ethan Buchanan (10th) 

OCCHS Anglers - Matthew Cummings and 

Conner Terry placed 4th out of 68 teams at 

the recent fishing tournament at Kentucky 

Lake, which has qualified them for the 

National Championships 

OCCHS Band - The band and color guard 

placed 1st in Class 4A at their first competition 

of the year in Clarksville last Saturday (Olivia 

Yates is pictured). 

OCCHS Homecoming Royalty - Jill Caldwell 

(Freshman Maid), Kyndall Albright (Junior 

Maid), Lauren Ivy (Senior Maid), Kaleigh 

Wagner (Queen), Ali Beth Cooper (Senior 

Maid), Kellie Henson (Senior Maid), Chase 

Aaron (Sophomore Maid)  

OCCHS Europe Rotary Trip Participants - 

Students who went to Europe last summer by 

being selected by Union City Rotary recently 

presented to Rotarians about their trip. OCCHS 

students pictured are Matthew Hooks and 

Garrett Foster (top row, last 2 on the right), 

Kaleigh Wagner and Olivia Barker (front row, 

last 2 on right). Ms. Heather Kendall, OCCHS 

School Counselor, and her husband Jason 

were chosen by Rotary to chaperone the 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SFE 
As PreK students learned the letter "F" and read a book on fire trucks, the South 

Fulton Fire Department brought out their fire trucks and gear to show to the PreK 

students.  It was a wonderful presentation. (photo attached) 

Special thank you to the Greater Vision Church of God for the boxes of tissue!  So 

generous and thoughtful! (image attached) 

SFE's library classes have celebrated International Dot Day.  They read the book 

"The Dot" by Peter Reynolds and encouraged students to "make a mark, and see 

where it takes you."  (See attached photo) 

Devil Dashers is in full force! Students are running/walking after school to stay in 

shape and be more physically fit.  SFE has over 150 students participating!  Love 

that Devil Dasher spirit! 

 

RM 
Ridgemont students were asked a simple question, “What would you attempt to 

do if you knew you could not fail?” There responses gave insights to their hopes, 

dreams and fears. This work can now be used for future writing topics with 

which students can relate to in a deep and meaningful way.  

  
Ridgemont students participated in the One Word Challenge-change your life 

with just one word. Students were challenged to pick a word that they would 

focus on throughout the year that would allow them to reflect on their own life. 

Words chosen by our seventh and eighth include: attitude, uncomfortable, 

daring, caring, empathic and challenging. Students were asked to write why they 

chose their word and how they intend to incorporate the word into each day.  

 
SFMHS 
During Twin Cities Banana Festival, many of our clubs, individual students, and 

teachers participated in the various activities that were held during the 

week.  Some of those activities included a 5k, "Fulton's Got Talent", art and photo 

contests, the Banana Festival Parade, and the consumption of a one ton banana 

pudding, shared by the community. The CTE clubs of SFHS won 1st place for large 

float in the parade, and students from FCCLA, DECA, FFA, and HOSA did a great job 

representing our school!  (Banana Festival Photo attached.) 

Special congratulations for students and faculty that participated in the Banana 

Festival 5K. Notable students and faculty included, but are not limited to,  Amber 

Lemon (placed 2nd in female 19 and under), Blake Johnson (placed 3rd in male 19 

and under), and Mrs. Toshia Mancini, our HOSA teacher, ran the 5K as well.  

 We have several students that have qualified for high school Beta this first six 

weeks.  28% of SFHS has qualified for Beta this first six weeks grading period.  This 

photo includes newly qualified members.Our principal Kimberly Jackson was 

selected to be a part of the TN Rural Principals Network. South Fulton will be 

traveling to Iceland during Fall break this year, and we are in the preliminary 

stages of setting up a WWII trip to Normandy, Paris, and Berlin for 2019. Kaydence 

O'Connor was the school wide winner for the Banana Festival Poster competition.  

  


